
 
 

                     
 

Round Prairie Stewardship Management Plan 
 
DATE:    November 3rd 2023    
 
LANDOWNER: Jefferson County Conservation Board FORESTER: Cassidy W. 
   2003 Libertyville Rd     DNR District Forester 
   Fairfield IA, 52576     605 S 23rd St 
   641-919-6821,       Fairfield IA, 52556 Suite 101 

shawn@jeffersoncountyconservation.com  641-919-0877, cassidy.robinson@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
LOCATION: Jeff Co: T71NR08W32   ACRES:  101 acres 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES:  

● Create and enhance habitat through active management 
● Provide educational opportunities and quality recreational activities 
● Continue and strengthen a legacy of stewardship  
● Create and sustain a native dominated, diverse property 
 
 
 
 

Note: Any work described in this plan could be done by you, a professional forestry contractor, or a combination of both. I highly 

recommend using a professional contractor unless you are proficient in tree ID, chainsaw use & safety, and any other forest 

management in this plan. List of Forestry Contractors: https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts/forestry 

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts/forestry
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/contacts/forestry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Land stewardship is essential to maintaining healthy ecosystems for generations to come. Your actions, or lack of action, 
affects the trees, plants, birds, animals, insects, and all living things. What you do in your forest affects the land around 
you and your local community. By taking action to take care and improve your forests now, you are helping to ensure 
the sustainable use and enjoyment for generations of all living things to come. Hopefully, you can pass these plans along 
to your heirs or the next owners of the land so that they can continue the stewardship that was started. Forest 
stewardship is a long term process, not an event. With some dedication and a little (or a lot) of sweat, it can be one of 
the most rewarding journeys one can take as a steward of the land.  

This stewardship plan recommends and identifies practices that will help you obtain your improvement goals.  Benefits 
derived from properly improving your forest includes improved wildlife habitat, watershed protection, soil conservation, 
enhanced recreational opportunities, increased timber production and the protection of the forest resource.  All 
forested areas need improvement plans to enhance the quality of the existing woodland resource and to ensure a 
sustained flow of forest derived benefits.  

FIELD EXAMINATIONS AND FINDINGS 
Proper management of your property is necessary to achieve your goals.  The preceding stand map divides your forests 
into management areas called forest stands.  Forest stands are communities of trees (and other plants) growing 
together that are generally alike in size, age, and species composition and are distinguishable from other stands of trees. 
 
The stand descriptions in your plan reference the stand map at the beginning.   
 
Trees in your forest stands will be put into five possible size classes: 
● DBH=diameter at breast height (4 ½ feet above the ground),  
o Seedling - 0 to 1 inch 

o Sapling – 1 to 4 inch 

o Pole Timber – 5 to 10 inch 

o Small sawtimber – 12 to 18 inch 

o Sawtimber – > 18 inches  
 
Invasives are described in terms of severity & height 
• Very Heavy severity: ≥60% ground cover   
• Heavy severity: 40-60% ground cover  High height: > 5’ tall 
• Medium severity: 10-39% ground cover  Med height: 2-5’ tall 
• Low severity: ≤ 10 % ground cover  Low height: < 2’ tall 
 
PROPERTY HISTORY 
 
Nestled along the Cedar Creek, Round Prairie Park is a mixture of prairie and timber landscapes. This park was purchased 
in 1974 through LAWCON funds and was the first park to be developed by the Jefferson County Conservation Board. 
Once the most popular park managed by JCCB, after other parks and natural areas were acquired by JCCB, Round Prairie 
Park began to see fewer visitors. It is slowly being transformed into a recreation area instead of a more developed park. 
An old lime-stone quarry is also on the site. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 1: 
Acres: 7.3 
Soils: Lindley (CSG 3), Ashgrove (CSG 3), and Weller (CSG 4). CSG 3 soils are deep medium textures soils that are well or 
moderately well drained. These soils typically contain 18-35% clay in the series control section. They are typically neutral 
or slightly acidic and have a high available water capacity.  CSG 4 soils are deep fine textured soils that are well or 
moderately well drained. They typically contain >35% clay in the series control section. They are typically neutral or 
slightly acidic and have a high available water capacity. 
 
Current Stand Description: This stand consists of scattered large sawtimber white oak with some showing signs of 
decline and some already dead. The midstory consists of pole sized shagbark hickory mainly and the understory consists 
of ironwood. The forest floor is dominated by natives but invasive honeysuckle, autumn olive, and multiflora rose is 
present in medium severity.  
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for this stand is to restore the native plant community and manage this 
stand as more of an open oak woodland or savanna.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  
1. Invasive species control 

2. Prescribed fire rotation 

3. Understory removal 

 
Stand 2: 
Acres: 8 
Soils: Lindley (CSG 3), Ashgrove (CSG 3), and Weller (CSG 4). 
 
Current Stand Description: This stand is dominantly small sawtimber sized shagbark hickory with other hardwood 
species very scattered throughout. Invasives include honeysuckle and multiflora rose in low to medium severity. 
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The current goal for this stand is to manage it as a hickory dominated stand that is at 
a healthy stocking rate, growing quality timber, and providing wildlife habitat. After other priority areas across all Jeff CC 
are completed, this stand will be revisited to work on converting it back to more of an open woodland or savanna.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

2. Prescribed fire rotation 

3. Forest stand improvement 

 

Stand 3: 
Acres: 12.4 
Soils: Lindley (CSG 3) and Weller (CSG 4) 
 
Current Stand Description: This stand consists of a white pine plantation and volunteer cedar. The pine are small 
sawtimber to sawtimber sized and the cedar are pole sized. Invasive honeysuckle, autumn olive, and multiflora rose are 
present in very heavy severity and low to high height.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for this stand is to convert it to a healthy and diverse oak savanna.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

2. Prescribed fire rotation 

3. Interplanting oaks 

 

Stand 4: 
Acres: 15.6 (4a: 5.9, 4b: 9.7) 
Soils: Mainly Lindley (CSG 3) in 4a and mainly Nodaway (CSG 3) in 4b 
 
Current Stand Description: These are mainly pole sized stands consisting of a mix of hardwoods including honeylocust, 
elm, cherry, hackberry, walnut, shingle oak, hickory, red/black oak, and white oak. Invasives include honeysuckle, 
autumn olive, and multiflora rose in medium to heavy severity. 
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for these stands are a healthy and diverse forest growing quality timber and 
providing quality habitat.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

2. Prescribed fire 

3. Forest stand improvement 

 

Stand 5: 
Acres: 32.7 (5a: 20.4 ac, 5b: 8.5, 3.8) 
Soils: Lindley (CSG 3) and Nodaway (CSG 3) 
 
Current Stand Description: These stands were forestry mulched in 2021 and 2022 and will have a follow up round of 
invasive control between Sep 2023 and Feb 2024. An array of native prairie species are coming up from the seed bank. 
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for these stands are to restore them to native prairie and maintain them 
with prescribed fire.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

2. Prescribed fire rotation 

 

Stand 6: 
Acres: 15 
Soils: “Pits and Dumps” 
 
Current Stand Description: Old quarry site overgrown with cedars, mixed hardwoods, and invasive species.  
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for this stand is to manage it as a historical site and a viewshed where native 
species dominate and invasive species are controlled and maintained.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

2. Forest stand improvement 

 

Stand 7: 
Acres: 3.3 
Soils: Mainly Weller (CSG 4) 
 
Current Stand Description: This is the campground site with some planted pine rows of small sawtimber/sawtimber size. 
 
Desired Future Stand Description: The goal for this stand is to simply monitor and control invasive species to allow for 
native diversity.  
 
Improvement Recommendations:  

1. Invasive species control 

 

 

STANDS SUMMARY 

Stand Acres Dominant Species Size Class 
Invasive 
Severity Management Practices Priority 

1 7.3 Oak  sawtimber Medium SPNR, fire, invasives high 

2 8 hickory 
Small 
sawtimber Low-med FSI, fire, invasives low 

3 12.4 Pine, cedar pole Very heavy Invasives, fire, interplanting high 

4 15.6 Mixed hardwoods Pole Very heavy Invasives, fire, FSI medium 

5 32.7 Prairie  - Heavy Invasives, fire  High 

6 15 Cedar + mixed hardwoods (Quarry) Pole  Very heavy Invasives  medium 

7 3.3 Pine (campground) sawtimber Heavy Invasives  low 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
LOG OF COMPLETED MANAGEMENT 

Practice Stand Date Cost share? Contractor 

Invasive species 
control (mulching) 

5a, 5b, 5c (24.1 ac) Feb 2022 & Feb 2023 JCC Reap Allotment Wilderness Land 
Management 

Invasive control 
round 2 (foliar & 
basal bark) 

5a, 5b, 5c (24.1 ac)  $250/ac, some NWTF 
grant, some JCCB 
budget 

Jesse Knox 

Understory Removal 1 November 30, 2023 JCC In Kind JCC Staff/ Volunteers 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following 16 natural resource elements are addressed in all Forest Stewardship Management Plans when they are 
present and applicable to the landowner and the management of the property: 
  
1. Soil and Water  
2. Biological Diversity  
3. Range  
4. Agroforestry  
5. Aesthetic quality and desired Timber species  
6. Recreation  
7. Wood and fiber production  
8. Fish and Wildlife  
9. Threatened and endangered Species  
10. Forest health and invasive species  
11. Conservation-based estate/legacy planning information  
12. Archeological, culture and historic sites  
13. Wetlands  
14. Fire  
15. Carbon Sequestration and Climate Resilience  
16. Forests of Recognized Importance (FORI)  
  
Full descriptions of these resource elements and additional information are available online from the Forest Service at 

https://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp.shtml, National Association of State Foresters (NASF) at 

http://stateforesters.org, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) at 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/, and National Association of Conservation Districts 

(NACD) at http://www.nacdnet.org/.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp.shtml
http://stateforesters.org/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.nacdnet.org/


 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


