
Jefferson County Conservation Board 

December 18, 2019 

 

The December monthly meeting of the Jefferson County Conservation Board was held on 

Wednesday, December 18th. The meeting was called to order at 4:00pm. Board members 

present: Terri Diers, Wayne Atwood, Kathy Tollenaere, Gene Parker and Cory Klehm. 

One agenda item was changed to add a report for a snow plow. Motion to approve last month’s 

meeting minutes by Klehm, second by Diers. Motion carried. December bills were reviewed. 

The accounts payable had an expenditure of $21,847.17 and the Conservation Fund had an 

expenditure of $2,665.00 which went toward the website update and the set-up of the computers. 

Motion to approve the accounts payable by Klehm, second by Parker. Motion carried. The Board 

reviewed the financial report.  Motion by Parker, second by Atwood to approve the financial 

report.  Motion carried. 

Shawn Morrissey shared that the DNR is interested in stocking trout in the pond by Shelter #3 on 

March 28th. The Annual Report was presented to the Supervisors on December 2. Morrissey 

presented the Fish Habitat Proposal for Zillman’s Hickory Hills to the Review Committee. It 

passed and will be reviewed by the DNR Commissioners in February.  

Bob Leazer gave the shop and field report. Leazer shared that he had been busy on projects in the 

Nature Center. He built new storage shelves for the Environmental Education programs, a new 

lid for the Milk Snake Enclosure, and shortened the Touch Table so the younger children would 

be able to better utilize it. Leazer also shared that there had been damage to over 15 trees around 

Shelter #3 pond from beaver. They have caught two, a male and female but will continue to 

monitor the area. They had also set the poles for the Cedar Creek Wetland and Timber sign and 

were waiting for the ground to freeze before they can set the sign. 

Brittney Tiller gave the Naturalist Report. Tiller shared fall programs numbers which consisted 

of 61 programs for 2,258 participants. Tiller also reported that the telescope program at the 

Middle School had smaller numbers than expected but the people that attended had a great 

experience.  

Morrissey gave the Marketing Report. Morrissey and Tiller attended the E-Commerce Summit 

earlier in December. The Board discussed increasing the cabin rates since they had not been 

increased since 2010. The Board reviewed the process to take online reservations which could 

take up to 18 months to complete. Motion by Tollenaere, second by Klehm to move forward with 

the Online Reservation process. Motion carried. 

Morrissey gave an update on the Park Technician position. Morrissey recommended to the Board 

to hire Caleb Schmidt. Motion by Klehm, second by Atwood to hire Caleb Schmidt as the Park 

Technician. Motion carried.  

Leazer shared two quotes for a snow plow for the new truck. Motion by Diers, second by 

Tollenaere to purchase a V-plow. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed the 2020-2021 Budget. Morrissey shared the County Statewide Survey 

which showed that Leazer was being underpaid for his years of service and position. Motion by 

Diers, second by Klehm to increase Leazer’s salary to $52,000 and increase the line item to 



$92,000.  Motion carried. Motion by Klehm, second by Tollenaere to increase approve the 2020-

2021 Budget with the above-mentioned correction.  Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed the most recent five-year plan and discussed possible future projects and 

goals.  

The next Board Meeting is January 22nd, 2020. Meeting adjourned by Diers at 5:23pm.  
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